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PICTURE BOOKS 


Scott, Jane Peggy Cloth Books 
LITTLE PUPPET GOGO $1.25 & $1.50 


This latest in its ragbook series rhymes out the desires and capabilities of 
blue-eyed, yellow-haired Gogo. He is a puppet that fits over the paw and can also be 
used as a washcloth. He wants to be owned and loved- in return for which he will re- 
flect his keeper's moods and, of course, give a scrub in the tub. The detachable Gogo 
costs the extra 25¢, but the book would be incomplete without him. The toddlers will 
grin at his affection and his flip flops. Non-toxic, fast colors. (Publ.) 

PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Little Wonder Books Wonder Books, Inc. 
Publ. Paper & Board ea. 25¢ 


. Klein, Leonore- THE HAPPY SURPRISE- After a day of waiting (a day that Jane 
thinks goes on for a little too long)- and jumping up expectantly at each ring of the 
doorbell,-postman, oilman, friend Johnny wanting to play, and so forth- Jane's sur- 
prise finally comes in the form of a puppy. Ruth Wood's pictures add some pep but 
somehow it's all more of the same old stuff. 


Peters, Lisa- THE WONDERBOOK OF TRAINS- The freight car, the crane-carrying 
car, the lumber car, the vinegar tank car and the caboose, choo! and clack! inviting- 
ly down the track. Colorful pictures by Tom Sinnickson get at that cross-country spirit. 


‘BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Leach, Maria Aladdin 
THE TURNSPIT DOG $1.75 


Massachusetts Bay Colony and a little girl,Abiah, who loved an unlovely dog, 
are setting and theme for a sedate but warmly sympathetic Pilgrim story. Spit, the 
mongrel whose job it was to turn the wheel that turned the spit that held the meat in 
front of the fire, wins recognition in other directions by setting up a howl at the 
arrival of an ill-intentioned Indian while Abiah and her family are at church. So 
Abiah is awarded him for her very own - to run and play with as she had always wanted. 
Well worked in spite of its slightly evangelical tone; informative of Pilgrim life; 
satisfyingly full of girl-dog affection. Winifred Bromhall's brown and green pictures 
are stylized and static but make Abiah a cute prim Quaker and Spit an understanding 
pooch. Board. Reinforced cloth back. Could be read by average third graders. (Publ. ) 


Carlson, Natalie Savage Harper 
_ THE TALKING CAT $2.00 


* A wonderful collection of re-told French Canadian folk tales- humorously witty 
and expressive of the slow, gentle French country way of life. Handed down to the au- 
thor through her mother from a French Canadian great-great uncle, the stories all deal 
with a group of farming families and coureurs de bois.who are neighbors. There is 
cranky Tante Odette who, besides being mistress of the talking cat, finds a skunk in 
her oven one morning. The whole village could not get him out until half witted Rene 
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came "slap, slapping along" and spoke to the skunk in his own way with wild things. Then 4 
Jean Labadie who told tales so vividly, had many people so scared by his imaginary black 
log that he was obliged to shoot at nothing and kill it. The tales in this, the author's @ f 
first book, have an earthy credibility and show a well developed feeling for simple, color- | 
ful language. Aesop-like morals at the end of each story are well placed. Roger Duvoisin's | 
illustrations expertly catch the spirit of a ghostly loup-garou, a self satisfied cav, an 

amazed farmer. Cloth. (4/21) 





Streatfeild, Noel Rand-McNally 
THE THEATRE CAT $1.25 


* Expertly guided by Noel Streatfeild's sense of wit, Pinky, the theatre cat, wends 
. charmingly blundering way from curtain rise to encore. A near failure at his job because 
ie would rather watch ballerinas than catch mice- he does reinstate himself by being the 
iviour of a mouse-imperiled performance. Susanne Suba's impressionistic drawings carry out 
the humor and there is . cardboard cutout of Pinky and his dressing mirror at the back of the 
book. This merits its prize as one of the American Society of Graphic Arts' "Fifty Books of 
the Year", (Publ.) 


Travers, P. L. . Simon & Schuster - Golden Book 
STORIES FROM MARY POPPINS $1.50 


Some of P. L. Travers! delightful tales retold- as the publishers indicate,".... 
yr the younger set", though it is pretty certain that any child will enjoy the original Yar 
more. In spite of the losses of mood and atmosphere suffered in the cutting down, these few 
hapters do maintain some of the essential thrills of the imagination and their humorous con- 
trasts to Mary Poppins' practicality. Drawings in color by Gertrude Elliot try to look as 
nuch like Mary Shepard's as possible, but are more detailed and not nearly so suggestive of 
character and fancy. Board. (Publ.) @ 


EASY READING 





Renick, Marion Scribner 
PETE'S HOME RUN $2.00 


A very salutary tale about Pete who finally learns how to watch the ball and gets 

iimself well on the way towards winning a place in the Little League with his elder brother 

ick. The upgrade- after Pete first goes from bad to worse by doing such things as shutting 
his eyes when the pitch comes and ruining the team's bats by washing them- comes when he is 
made bat boy and then surprises the League with a home run that is the result of diligent 
practice. There is some solid treatment of family relationships- humor when Pete's cat 
Shortstop is dressed in a baseball suit- fun when Coach Bell and the boys have a baseball 
birthday party. Fetching little boy illustrations in brown and black by Pru Herric are sweet 
but not too sweet. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Foyle, Kathleen Warne 
THE LITTLE BLACK CALF $1.25 


In and out of an English farm setting a young black calf goes rather too 

almly adventuring. The pet of a solicitous Peggy Ann, he.is punished- put in pastoral 

»litude- for upsetting the buttermilk churn in the kitchen. He meets a donkey with 

hom he falls into the hands of gipsies after the two have mistakenly strayed into a 

iysterious bog place. But a kind gipsy girleen frees them to return to Peggy Ann. 
Pencil drawings by Arnrid Johnston in line and shades- of farm and caravan, stable and ©& 
ma - commendable qualities of softness: and design but are on the ineffectual side. 

Publ. 
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Announcing Two New Beatrix Potter Publications Frederick Warne 
Publ. 


Potter, Beatrix- TOTO LE MINET- A translation into French of one of the 
Peter Rabbit series, The Tale of Tom Kitten. Others in the series are widely avail- 
able in foreign languages. Board. $1.00. 


Glass, Dudley- PETER RABBIT- An adaptation as a musical play for children 
based on Beatrix Potter's The Tale of Peter Rabbit. Paper. 35¢ 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Govan, Christine Noble Aladdin 
TILLY'S STRANGE SECRET $2.25 


Another Polly, Jenny and Tilly story, in the series launched by The Pink 
Maple House and continued in The Surprising Summer. While this is almost wholly 
adopted Tilly's story, her "best friends" come in on some events exciting to little 
girls. Tilly has gone to Green Fields Farm to live- and tries her very best (and a 
good best it is) to carry over to new friends and schoolmates, the wonderful things 
about books and makebelieve that she had learned. How she raises money for a school- 
room library, how she finds herself a heroine again, how secrets and friendly teas- 
ing and adventures in school and out make the days spin by make the sort of might- 
be-true reading nine and ten year olds enjoy. Not important- but a pleasant kind of 
story for little girls. Sari black and white pictures have zest and verve. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TQ: ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Larrick, Nancy Aladdin 
SEE FOR YOURSELF $2 .00 


This is sub-titled A First Book of Science Experiments - and I opened it 
hoping that it would be a next step up from that perennial favorite, Let’s Find Out, 
by the Schneiders. What was my disappointment to find that it offered little new 
(a few extra "tricks" which searcely qualified as "experiments" because of the fail- 
ure to follow through to the whys and.wherefores) - and was virtually a rehash, in 
slightly different order and arrangement. Where the Larrick book, in treating the 
problems of natural phenomena - air- water- heat- weather ete. - poses the situation 
as faced day after day at home or school or playground or city street, and simplifies 
it in a home experiment - the Schneider book starts with the question, goes on to an 
experiment, and arrives at an explanation, in ABC terms. The result? At the end of 
the Larrick book, a miscellany of odd facts have been demonstrated through simplifica- 
tion in kitchen terms - and there's been entertainment-cum-instruction value in the 
doing of the experimerts, but little has been added to the understanding of the basic 
science content. If curiosity is aroused- then carry the young inquirer farther. 

(The Schneider series have yet? to be rivalled in the field)...Frank Jupo's oversimpli- 
fied drawings tell the story- aid in the experiments - but are unprepossessing. 
Heavy board binding with reinforced cloth backbone. (Publ.) 


Greenberg, Sylvia & Raskin, Edith L. McKay 
HOME-MADE Z00 $3 .00 


* A how-to book for home kept small animals that has been written with affec- 
tion as well as sound scientific knowledge. When a hampster catches cold- "Carry him 
around with you." The eft, an adolescent newt,:is marked by flaming colors which it 
seeks to hide by rustling about under dead leaves. "On cloudy and rainy days, how- 
ever, it cautiously comes out of hiding to prance about on the wet greenery." Mice, 
frogs, snakes, fish, rabbits, are among the others- all of which are thoroughly de- 
scribed as to general characteristics, species, living habits, illnesses, breeding, 
and of course, how to get along with them personally. A drawback to the book is the 
lack of illustrations. The only ones are diagrams of proper living quarters, but 
the text makes up for this and provides a warm welcome for small tenants. Both 
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authors are science teachers- and love their animals. Eight is an average age to begin 
zoo making, but this contains enough information for anyone with a hanker for a hampster 


or a feeling for frogs. (Publ.) 


Werner, Elsa Jane Simon & Schuster 
THE GOLDEN GEOGRAPHY $3.95 ~ 


¥* This is- in our opinion- the best of the series which includes the Dictionary 
and the Encyclopedia, best on the score of format, sturdiness, quality of reproduction 
of the gay and charming full color illustrations by Cornelius De Witt. The content is 
tops in its field. Despite the inevitable surface handling of scientific data imposed by 
limitations of space and age level, there is an enormous amount of good background mater- 
ial on geological formation, the place of the earth in the universe, its relations to 
moon, sun, planets, and the relation of these factors to such phases of earth life as 
tides, seasons, weather, etc. There's a nice modern touch for today's child in the 
section on how to read maps and directions. There's a once over lightly on the conti- 
nents, bodies of water, islands, rivers, mountains, and so on. And the relation of geo- 
graphic features to man's occupations, the life of the rivers,in ports, on farms, makes 
sense to children in various areas. A bit on exploration somehow supplies a stimulating 
finale. And the Index gives it reference value. Highly recommended. (Publ. } 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Lawrence, Isabelle Rand McNally 
THE NIGHT WATCH $2.75 


Rembrandt's life-especially during the period of his affluence, his happy marri- 
ige to Saskia, his rising fame as a painter, is rich story material. The author vividly 
recreates his house in Amsterdam, full of bright colors, laughter, noisy pupils, visiting 
town and court people with whom he did business. She builds a seductive plot by having two 
of Rembrandt's pupils as her main characters. They rescue young Henje temporarily lost 
from her noble English father, who is in Holland on a secret mission; they recapture some 
of Rembrandt's stolen prints; they sense the violent reactions to the painting, . "The Night 
Watch." The soldiers of Amsterdam, the children, the artist himself and Saskia are all 
very personable characters, well set in the political and social background of the day. 

\ direct story, this has the reader skating right along the canals, smelling and tasting 
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good buckwheat poffertjes, thrilling to Rembrandt's enthusiasm over Saskia's pink robe or the 


light on a Naples yellow collar.Vivid reading. Manning de V.Lee's illustrations are tradi- 
tional, accurately detailed, romantically stylized. (Publ.) 


Matschat, Cecile Winston 
& Carmer, Carl-Eds. AMERICAN BOY ADVENTURE STORIES $2.95 


A collection of stories reprinted from the now discontinued Americ7y Boy maga- 
zine. Among the authors, Inglis Fletcher, Karl Detzer, Jack Marmur, Neil H. Swanson, are 
names that will ring memory bells as well as please a new batch of readers who only know 
the American Boy through fathers or elder brothers. There are stories about the American 
Revolution, a newspaper in danger of sabotage, the sea, Alaska, the Foreign Legion among 
the Berbers; there are themes of science fiction, making one's mark in a career, pioneering 
in the wilderness, spying against the enemy. All are undated- could be happening here 


now. A quiet spot by a stream- a secret window nook- a supply of pillows and crunchy apples- 


and imagination hold&sway for hours. Norman Guthrie Rudolph has provided adequately appro- 
priate illustrations. (5/26) | | 
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Herold, J. Christophe Aladdin 
JOAN MAID OF FRANCE $3.00 


* With the events as inherently dramatic in themselves as they are, it's hard 
for an account of Joan of Arc to go wrong. Herold's is a fair record, quietly told. 
In a manner more narrative than dramatic he takes Joan from her childhood in Domremy 
through her heavenly inspiration, the persuasion of the Dauphin and his leaders, the 
battle of Orleans, the further campaigning and coronation at Rheims, the disastrous 
delay and inactivity when victory over England and Burgundy was at hand, her captiv- 
ity and vicious trial for heresy by the hypocritical lords of the church. Notable 
points of the book are its clear chronology, the intelligent placing of historical 
detail to bring the religion and politics of 15th century France, as well as the 
feeling of mediaeval life, into good focus. Joan emerges more a paragon than a real 
person but she is by no means devoid of tears and worry. The weak Dauphin, his greedy 
adviser Trenoille, the vengeful Bishop Cauchon, and Joan's supporters- all are well 
delineated. Excellent supplementary history reading for the age group. Frederick 

T. Chapman's black and white pictures are of the clear cut, somewhat monumental type- 
stylized and dramatic in design. (Publ.) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Wouk, Herman Doubleday 
CITY BOY $3.50 


A reissue of the tragi-comedy of youngsters of the Bronx, written with enough 
bite in the interpolations of the adult world to keep it from a too humorous approach- 
about eleven year old Herbie Bookbinder's school and camp exploits promoted by his 
desire to be liked for something more than his fat and brains. His peak of fame is 
the construction of a slide for the mardigras, but this is tempered by a confession 
he must make to his father- one, however, that saves his father's plant. Nice going 
with no profound social significance of jibes at modern mores. (For full report, 
see p. 200) (5/22) 


Mann, Arthur David McKay 
BOB WHITE: BONUS PLAYER $2.50 


A prep-school-to-league-sign-up story by the author of The Jackie Robinson 
Story, about a star player plagued by the scouts, his moral consciousness, and a money 
grubbing brother. Orphaned Bob White faces having to escape from an easy future either 
as planned by his elder brother Perry and a steel magnate, or in the form of a nice 
fat contract from one of the major leagues that could easily fall through if he fail- 
ed on his initial spurt to fame. He leaves Meridian Academy after graduation, changes 
his name, joins a small industrial league team to get away from it all and think. Fi- 
nally the only decent scout, Mitchell of the Old New York Sox, catches up with him 
to offer $3,000 a year to play in the minors and work up decently. Lots of good 
games in between the clear cut inner thinkings. (Publ. 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Bueno, Bill- £d. Prentice-Hall 
THE AMERICAN FISHERMAN'S GUIDE $5.95 


In a skillful job of selection and editing, Mr. Bueno has chosen lively 
anecdotal material, sound factual data, and practical how-to-do-it instruction to meet 
the needs of all enthusiasts. There are chapters on the structure of fishes, how they 
live (with direct bearing on lures and methods under varying conditions), fishing 
techniques and environments- stream, boat or shore. Principally, the material is on 
fresh water fish with me Se on those that change from fresh to salt and back again.. 


(For full report see p. 271.) (5/22) 
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Ewen, D. & Slonomsky, N. Prentice-Hall 
FUN WITH MUSICAL GAMES AND QUIZZES $2.50 @ | 


Variety and fun for families with a bent for good music, this will be an 
entertaining pinprick to musical memories. Quizzes and games fall under five head- 
ings:- "Who Wrote the Music?", "The Music They Wrote", "Those Who Perform the Music", 
"Pop and Semi-pop" and “The Materials Out of Which Music is Made". Games include musical 

dominoes,puzzles, charades;quizzes range from name puns to gh eg as identity 
clues. For the amateur. (For full report, see p. 274) (Publ.) (4/7) 


Tupper & Love 


Lowance, Kathleen 
MUCH ADO ABOUT MUSIC $3.50 


An excellent introduction to music- some of its history and some of its 
techniques- by way of two young mid-westerners, Ted and Judy, in New York for a 
summer of broadening- educational and otherwise. In a fictionalized account, Mrs. 
Lowance has her people enter into a series of lively if ordered discussions that 
range from concert etiquette through minnesingers, polyphony and on to Modern 
American jazz themes. Between drives in Central Park, shopping tours and all the 
excitement of a big city, Ted and Judy, their favorite uncle Peter, and his best 
tirl, Betty, who happens to be a Metropolitan Opera star, find themselves happily 
in a variety of places- backstage at the Met, seated in Carnegie Hall, even listen- 
ing to the radio. It's gay, informative reading and the talks are not so melodious 
that they drown out the harmony. Throughout, the tone is not one of teachers to : 
students, but of those who leae’their knowledge to those who are eager to find out.(Publ.) @ 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Havemann, Ernest & Harcourt, Brace 
West, Patricia Salter THEY WENT TO COLLEGE $4.00 


The human interest behind the vital statistic, in a study of 9,064 college 
graduates based on a survey made by Time Magazine, analyzed by Columbia University 
Bureau of Applied Social Research, and interpreted with a speculative flexibility and 
a bright commentary by the authors. From discussions of who attends college and who 
pays for it, to trends in curriculum, marriage, types of jobs secured after college, 
the erestise: of Princeton versus Podunk, and so forth- all vital topics- this is an 
attempt to appraise some of the endless folklore in terms of breadwinning, citizen- 
ship, family life and personal happiness. There's a lot of fascinating material 
here from which certain indications of practical as well as social significance can 
be derived. (For full report, see p. 256.) (Publ.) (4/7) 








